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CONFERENCE
TALKS

2023

EUROPEAN
ROBOTICS FORUM
Panel talk on
deploying social
robots in healthcare

2022

BEHAVIORAL
SCIENCES
CONFERENCE
Thesis presentation
on child-robot
interaction

2021

FRIAS HUSPOMA
Paper presentation
on bias in

voice assistants

BEHAVIORAL
SCIENCES
CONFERENCE
Poster presentation
on maternal stress

LUCA M. LEISTEN

Profile Summary

Early career researcher on the intercept of social sciences and computer
sciences. Focus on social human-robot interaction and child-robot interac-
tion, with a special interest in education.

Education

2023 - Now

2020 - 2022

2017 - 2020

Experience

PhD Student in Learning Sciences

ETHZ & EPFL - Zurich, Switzerland

Soft robots in Education - Supervisors: Josie Hughes,
Nathan Caruana & Emily S. Cross

M.Sc. Behavioural Sciences (Research)
RADBOUD UNIVERSITY - Nijmegen, Netherlands
Thesis: Reciprocity and relationship formation in child-robot
interaction - Supervisors: Ruud Hortensius, Evelien Heijse-
laar & Tibor Bosse - Grade average: 8.9/10

B.Sc. Psychology

PFH GOTTINGEN - Gottingen, Germany

Thesis: Voice assistants' response strategies to sexual ha-
rassment and their relation to gender - Supervisors: Verena
Rieser & Stephan Weibelzahl - Grade average: 1.1/6

Nov 2022 - Jun 2023

Jan 2022 - July 2022

Oct 2021 - Dec 2021

Medior UX Researcher & Development Lead
CONNECTEDCARE R&D - Netherlands

Developing, designing, and testing social robot solutions for
health care

Student Research Assistant

UTRECHT UNIVERSITY - Netherlands

Stress in chronically-ill child-parent dyads using APIM; Con-
spiracy in Al - Supervisor: Reine van der Wal

Research Assistant

UTRECHT UNIVERSITY - Netherlands

Trustin Al-generated faces; Exposure to Al; Child-robot inter-
action - Supervisors: Ruud Hortensius & Bapitist Liefhooge
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SKILLS

Quant.
methods
R

GitHub
Qualtrics
Gorilla
Qual.
methods
Python
fNIRS
fMRI
ELAN

GRANTS

2022
CONFERENCE GRANT
Radboud University

2021

ERASMUS+
SCHOLARSHIP
Radboud University

2019
DAAD RISE
SCHOLARSHIP

OUTREACH

2024

R Ladies Panel Talk,
The role of sex and
gender in data
collection and analysis

2022
Breinbrekker Festival,
Child-robot interaction

2021
InScience Festival,
Child-robot interaction

PEER REVIEW

ACM CHI 2024

International Journal
of Social Robotics

Publications

Jul 2021 - Sep 2021 Research Internship
INRIA PARIS - France
Rapport in child-agent and child-child interaction - Supervi-

sor: Justine Cassell

Oct 2019 - Jun 2021 Student Research Assistant
GERMAN CENTRE FOR UNIVERSITY AND SCIENCE
RESEARCH (DZHW) - Germany

Team science and collaboration problems in research col-
laborations - Supervisor: Malte Hueckstaedt

Jun 2019 - Aug 2019 | Research Internship

SOCIAL BRAIN IN ACTION LAB, UNIVERSITY OF GLAS-
Gow - UK

Theory of mind using fMRI and fNIRS - Supervisor: Emily

Cross, Anna Henschel
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